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MICKLEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER 2025  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllr J L Auty, Cllr T Bates, Cllr J A Crossley, Cllr T Jenkins, Cllr P Meir, Cllr G A 
Rycroft and Cllr G E Whysall 
ALSO PRESENT: Public (2)  
In Attendance: J L Hebden, Clerk and RFO to Micklefield Parish Council 
 
The meeting opened at 7.17pm and was chaired by the chairman, Cllr J A Crossley. 
 
25/169 - PUBLIC FORUM 
 
(a) A resident reported that Highways England had put up signage to prevent through traffic, especially of 

HGVs during night-time closures.  There would a greater police presence to deter HGVs from going 
through the village.  The resident had contacted Leeds City Council regarding the disappearance of 
the ‘Local Traffic Only’ sign at the southern end of the village.  Heavy farm vehicles carrying potatoes 
and taking waste to the digester were using the village roads as part of their route.  Another resident 
had recorded more than 250 cars travelling through the village between 6 and 7am. 

(b) A resident reported that a new sign had appeared at the junction of Church Lane with Ridge Road 
(A656) and that the white lines had worn away.  She had reported potholes on Great North Road near 
Manor Farm and asked Leeds City Council to replace the Cul-de-Sac signs on Davy Avenue as the 
entire road was now open and in use. 

(c) A resident reported that vehicles accessing the works compound at Greg’s Hill [for works associated 
with the closure of Peckfield level crossing] some of which were large transporters, were traversing 
the footpath and that pedestrian safety was at risk due to the lack of good visibility. 

(d) A resident queried the status of the cleaning of the New Path.  Cllr G E Whysall reported that she had 
contacted Leeds City Council and had received nothing more than a standard acknowledgement. 
 

25/170 – DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
There were no disclosures of any disclosable pecuniary interests or any other significant interests for the 
purposes of the Localism Act 2011, s31 and the Members’ Code of Conduct paras 10-14. 
 
25/171 - APOLOGIES 
             
25/171/1 – RECEIPT 
 
Members received apologies for absence from Cllr R M Czwarno and Cllr E A Robertson. 
 
25/171/2 – REASONS 
 
No reasons were required to be approved. 
 
25/172 – DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
 
No dispensation requests were received by the Clerk prior to the meeting. 
 
25/173 – EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
 
Members considered if item 25/186 (to receive four prices for noticeboards and choose the most suitable) 
would require the exclusion of the public in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s2.  They decided that as the prices were set prices available on the 
internet to anyone and not quotations specific to the Parish Council, the public would not be required to 
leave the meeting.    



Approved_6th_November_2025 Page 2 
 

25/174 – MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2025 
 
Proposed by Cllr G A Rycroft 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote that the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4 September 
2025 are an accurate record.  The Chairman signed the minutes for verification. 
 
25/175 – MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 4 
SEPTEMBER 2025 
 
Members noted the following matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4 
September 2025:  
25/150/1 – The Clerk had booked a place for Cllr P Meir at the ‘Talking Tables’ training day. 
25/154/4 – The Clerk had started the process of migrating the email accounts from Rackspace to CF 
mail. 
 
25/176 - INSURANCE 
              
25/176/1 – RENEWAL DOCUMENTS 
 
Members noted the renewal invitation, policy wording, summary of changes, policy summary, notice to 
policyholder, statement of fact and schedule. 
 
25/176/2 – RENEWAL 
 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to approve the annual renewal of the insurance with Hiscox at a 
total cost of £3,349.60 including IPT and administration fee. 
  
25/176/3 – LONG TERM AGREEMENT 
 
Members noted the expiration of the 3 year Long Term Agreement (LTA). 
Proposed by Cllr G A Rycroft 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to enter a new Long Term Agreement with Hiscox Insurance 
Company Ltd. 
 
25/177 - FINANCE    
             
25/177/1 – ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 
Proposed by Cllr P Meir 
Seconded by Cllr G A Rycroft 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to approve the accounts for payment: 
BT - Internet and Phone Services                           114.78 
Staff Costs                                                                                                      2197.12 
Blast Cleaning & Maintenance – Waste Removal    316.58 
Aire and Calder Ltd. - Shrub Maintenance (July)    238.50 
Aire and Calder Ltd. - Grounds Maintenance (July)             6062.25 
Aire and Calder Ltd. - Shrub Maintenance (August)    238.50 
Aire and Calder Ltd. - Grounds Maintenance (August)            2342.46 
Groundwork Yorkshire - Contract Admin (Toddler Playground)               1592.65 
Leeds City Council - Summer Bedding                 186.58 
Northern Impression Ltd. - Printing                            108.00 
Blast Cleaning & Maintenance – Waste Removal    316.58 
AJ Gallagher Insurance Brokers Ltd. - Annual Insurance Premium          3349.60 
PKF Littlejohn LLP - External Audit                                       504.00 
         
                                                                       TOTAL         17,567.60 
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25/177/2 – BUDGET UPDATE 
 
Members noted a budget update to 5 September 2025. 
 
25/177/3 – BANK RECONCILIATION 
 
Members noted a bank reconciliation to 29 August for the co-op account (day-to-day operating account). 
 
25/177/4 – M.I.C.E MONEY 
 
Members noted the receipt of £150.00 of M.I.C.E money from the ward councillors to cover the cost of the 
free ice creams at the toddler playground official opening.  
 
25/178 - ONE YEAR BOND 
             
25/178/1 – ROLL-OVER 
 
Members noted that the 1 year annual interest bond with Redwood Bank had been rolled over for another 
year. 
  
25/179 - INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/26  
             
25/179/1 – INTERNAL AUDIT YORKSHIRE 
 
Members noted that Internal Audit Yorkshire would not offer a remote audit service for the financial year 
ending 31 March 2026. 
 
25/179/2 – ON-SITE AUDIT 
 
Members noted that an on-site audit is impractical and inconvenient due to the Parish Council’s office 
arrangements. 
  
25/179/3 – REMOTE AUDIT 
 
Members noted that Internal Audit Services Yorkshire offered a remote audit at a cost of £450.00. 
 
25/179/4 – INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICES YORKSHIRE 
 
Proposed by Cllr P Meir 
Seconded by Cllr J L Auty 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote that Internal Audit Services Yorkshire undertakes the internal 
audit of the accounts for the financial year ending 31 March 2025. 
  
25/180 - POLICY REVIEW 
             
25/180/1 – GRIEVANCE POLICY 
 
Members reviewed the Grievance Policy 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir  
RESOLVED by unanimous vote that the Grievance Policy is fit for purpose. 
 
25/180/2 – DISCIPLINARY POLICY 
 
Members reviewed the Disciplinary Policy.  
Proposed by Cllr G A Rycroft 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote that the Disciplinary Policy is fit for purpose. 
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25/181 – CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Members noted correspondence received. 
 
25/182 - TODDLER PLAYGROUND 
             
25/182/1 – SNAGGING ITEMS  
 
There was no update on the items raised in the snagging and post-installation inspection reports. 
 
25/182/2 – SIGN MATERIALS 
 
Members agreed that the sign would need to be plastic, so that it could be fixed to the back of the 
communication panel.   
 
25/183 - COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL)  
             
25/183/1 – STRATEGY GROUP MEETING 
 
Members noted that the Strategy Group meeting had been deferred to Thursday 9 October 2025. 
  
25/183/2 – PRE-APPLICATION PLANNING QUERY 
 
There was no update on the pre-application planning query to Leeds City Council. 
 
25/184 - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
             
25/184/1 – UPDATE 
 
Cllr P Meir gave a report of the group’s activities.  The group was looking at undertaking a public 
consultation in March. 
 
25/185 - HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 
             
25/185/1 – SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES 
 
There was no update on the installation of Speed Indicator Devices as a traffic calming measure. 
 
25/185/2 – COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH 
 
Cllr G A Rycroft reported that West Yorkshire Police Authority was not currently involved with the 
Community Speedwatch initiative but was considering joining it. 
  
25/186 - NOTICEBOARDS  
             
25/186/1 – PRICES 
 
Members received four prices for post mounted and wall mounted noticeboards. 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to choose a noticeboard from The Parish Noticeboard Company 
but research each option available and examine each site to create a more accurate specification. 
 
25/187 - PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL  
             
25/187/1 – APPLICATION NOTICES 
 
Members noted receipt of the following planning application notices: Appeal Notice 
APP/N4720/W/25/3372695 (planning application 24/06539/FU) - Land Off Great North Road Micklefield 
Leeds LS25 4EH: two dwellings with associated hard and soft landscaping works. 
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25/187/2 – DECISIONS 
 
There were no planning decisions to note. 
 
25/188 - FACILITIES INSPECTIONS 
             
25/188/1 – WEEKLY INSPECTIONS 
 
Members noted the weekly inspections sheets for Garden Village bus shelter, Vandicourt Infants’ 
Playground, Micklefield Recreation Ground, Diamond Jubilee Play Area and Toddler Playground. 
 
25/189 - FACILITIES MAINTENANCE 
             
25/189/1 – BIN CLEANSING 
 
Members noted that a purchase order for the jetwashing of the bins was sent on 22 September. 
  
25/189/2 – BIN RE-SITING 
 
There was no update on the re-siting of the bin in Vandicourt greenspace to a location near the western 
perimeter of the skate park. 
 
25/189/3 – ROUNDABOUT 
 
The Clerk reported that she had requested a quotation for an internal investigation of the roundabout in 
Diamond Jubilee Play Area to identify the cause of platform wobble, as per the inspector’s 
recommendation. 
 
25/190 – ONGOING ISSUES 
 
The Clerk gave an update on ongoing issues and previously agreed actions.  She had contacted LCC 
Housing (Garforth and Rothwell) to report the continued deterioration of the wooden retainers at the 
bottom of Garden Village steps. 
 
25/191 - MICKLEFIELDER NEWSLETTER 
             
25/191/1 – PRINTING REVIEW 
 
Members reviewed the Micklefielder printing arrangements and concluded that the quality and service 
were good. 
 
25/192 - CHRISTMAS TREES AND LIGHTS 
             
25/192/1 - SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION 
 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to approve the supply and installation of 2no. 20ft Christmas trees 
from Stockeld Park at a cost of £550.00 per tree, £200 for delivery and £100 per tree for 
installation. 
 
25/193 - VERGE REWILDING 
             
25/193/1 – CHURCH LANE SITES 
 
Members noted that Church Lane was removed from this year’s annual cut schedule as it had been 
undertaken by Micklefield Community Green group. 
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25/193/2 – ANNUAL CUT 
 
Members noted that Aire and Calder Ltd. was appointed to undertake the annual cut of the remaining 
sites at a cost of £445.00 (ex VAT). 
 
25/194 - TRANSPORT WORKS ORDER (LEEDS TO MICKLEFIELD) 
             
25/194/1 – MITIGATION PROPOSALS 
 
Members received Network Rail’s final proposals for the footpath through Micklefield Recreation Ground, 
which have been submitted to Leeds City Council for approval. 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to write to Polly Cook, chief officer responsible for the PROW 
section, the three ward councillor and the local MP setting out the problems with the wrong 
approach taken by the PROW section to the proposed footpath through Micklefield Recreation 
Ground. 
 
25/194/2 – EXECUTION OF WORKS 
 
There was no update on the execution of works approved in the Leeds to Micklefield TWAO. 
  
25/194/3 – DIVERSION SIGNAGE 
 
(a) Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr G A Rycroft 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote that the diversion signs at Junction 47 A1(M) should state ‘Local 
Traffic Only. No Access to Castleford. No Access to A1 South. Follow Diversion. Do Not Follow 
Satnav’ to be positioned before the turnoff on the roundabout at junction 47 and at Hook Moor at 
the turnoff to Great North Road.  Inform LCC Highways, the three ward councillors, the local MP 
and Highways England of the Parish Council’s expectation for diversion signage. 
 
(b) Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote that diversion signs should state ‘Local Traffic Only. No Access to 
A64. No Access to A1 North. Follow Diversion. Do Not Follow Satnav’ and be positioned on the 
A63 roundabout before the turnoff onto Great North Road.  Inform LCC Highways, the three ward 
councillors, the local MP and Highways England of the Parish Council’s expectation for diversion 
signage. 
 
25/195 - RECREATION GROUND 
             
25/195/1 – TREE MAINTENANCE 
 
The Clerk gave an update on the request to Network Rail that it includes the maintenance of trees 
between Network Rail land and the proposed footpath that have been identified as impacting the safety of 
the footpath, as part of the Peckfield level crossing mitigation measures i.e. the creation of a new 
footpath.  Aecom (Network Rail’s contractor) had confirmed that the trees would be dealt with separately 
from the TWAO and had contacted Leeds City Council, who would be responsible for the Public Right of 
Way.  The Clerk had supplied a copy of the tree survey and report to Leeds City Council at its request. 
 
25/196 - GATEWAY SIGNS 
             
25/196/1 – UPDATE 
 
Cllr E A Robertson was not available to give an update. 
 
 
 
 



Approved_6th_November_2025 Page 7 
 

25/197 - PECKFIELD LANDFILL SITE 
             
25/197/1 – LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Cllr J L Auty gave a verbal report on the Liaison Committee meeting held on Tuesday 23 September 
2025.  The next meeting was scheduled for 9 December 2025. 
 
25/197/2 – REPRESENTATIVE 
 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr P Meir 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to appoint a Cllr E A Robertson as the new representative to 
Peckfield Landfill Site Liaison Committee. 
 
25/198 - YLCA 
             
25/198/1 – REPORT 
 
Cllr R M Czwarno was not available to give a verbal report on the Leeds branch meeting held on 
Wednesday 24 September. 
 
25/199 - GARDEN VILLAGE  
             
25/199/1 – ACCOMMODATION ROAD 
 
There was no update on a meeting with LCC highways officers to discuss the land between the 
accommodation road to the rear of Garden Village and the new housing development. 
 
25/200 - POTENTIAL CYCLE PATH 
             
25/200/1 – UPDATE 
 
There was no update from the working group on the potential to create a cycle path between Micklefield 
and Garforth. 
 
25/201 - FACEBOOK 
             
25/201/1 – UPDATE 
 
Cllr P Meir gave an update on the Facebook page.  There had been posts about the toddler playground 
opening, the co-option of a new councillor and the completion of the financial audit. 
 
25/201/2 – ITEMS TO POST 
 
Proposed by Cllr J A Crossley 
Seconded by Cllr G E Whysall 
RESOLVED by unanimous vote to post an update on the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
25/202 - REGISTRATION AND TRANSFER OF TITLE 
             
25/202/1 – UPDATE 
 
There was no update on the registering of the title to Micklefield Recreation Ground in the name of 
Micklefield Parish Council, as Sole Trustee of Micklefield Recreation Ground Charity. 
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25/203 - VANDICOURT ACCESS SAFE ENVIRONMENT (V.A.S.E) 
             
25/203/1 – REVISED LEASING ARRANGEMENTS 
 
There was no update on a set of revised leasing arrangements and the identification of what would be 
required from the Parish Council at each stage in terms of indicative and final designs for the V.A.S.E 
Scheme and legal and administrative charges. 
 
25/204 – ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS  
 
The following item was raised to note and to consider at the Trustee meeting: 

 Improving security in the recreation ground 
 
25/205 – FINANCE AND CORPORATE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Members noted that a meeting of the Finance and Corporate Management Committee would be held on 
either Monday 27 October, 2025, or Monday 3 November 2025, at Churchville House, Churchville Drive, 
to commence at 7.30pm. 
 
25/206 – PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Members noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday 6 November 
2025, at Churchville House, Churchville Drive, to commence at 7.15pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.33pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                   (Chairman) 
 
 
 
 
Date: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Hebden 6 Churchville Avenue 
Clerk to the Council Micklefield 
Micklefield Parish Council LEEDS 
 LS25 4AS 
 (0113) 2875829  
 clerk@micklefield-pc.gov.uk 


